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In 2009 prior to that ruling Shell had agreed in the United
States to pay US$15.5 million to settle lawsuits related to
other activists executed at the same time as Barinem
Kiobel, including author and environmental activist Ken
Saro-Wiwa.

Kiobel’s lawyer did not immediately respond to a request for
comment on Sunday.

John Donovan, who runs the royaldutchshellplc.com protest
website, and who has advised Kiobel on the case said:
“She’s going after Shell in their home country, the
Netherlands”.

The Nigerian military cracked down heavily on local
opposition to oil production by a Shell joint venture in the
Niger Delta in the early 1990s. Kiobel alleges that Shell
provided support to the military in its crackdown.

A Dutch court ruled in December that Shell may be sued in
the Netherlands for oil spills at its subsidiary in Nigeria,
although it did not say Shell was responsible.

(Editing by Greg Mahlich)

— Reuters
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