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Shell's attorneys ordered to give

Nigerian activist's widow files for

Dutch lawsuit

By REUTERS
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By Tom Bergin

LONDON, Jan 11 (Reuters) - The widow of an activist executed after protesting

against Royal Dutch Shell's oil production in Nigeria has won access to legal

documents for use in a legal case for damages against the oil giant that she says she

plans to launch in the Netherlands.

A U.S. judge in December told Shell's U.S. lawyers to give Esther Kiobel documents

about Shell's activities in Nigeria, according to her lawyers and a court transcript

obtained by protest website royaldutchshellplc.com and seen by Reuters.

Kiobel alleges that Shell was complicit in the execution of her late husband,

alongside author and environmental activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, by the Nigerian military

in 1995 because it provided support and funding for the army in its crackdown of

opposition to a Shell-led joint venture in the Niger Delta.

Shell said in a statement that it denied the allegations, previously made in a lawsuit

against Shell in the United States.

"We have always denied, in the strongest possible terms, the allegations made by the

plaintiffs in this tragic case," a spokesman said in the statement.

It made no comment about the possibility of legal action in the Netherlands or the

December court ruling on the documents.

Kiobel previously gained access to the documents and deposition transcripts she is

now seeking but only for use in the U.S. lawsuit.

Kiobel's lawyers said a court order prevented her from using the files in other legal

actions or publicly discussing the contents.

Nonetheless, in an October filing Kiobel's lawyers said they sought the documents as

part of their aim of proving cooperation between "the Nigerian junta and Shell in

committing human rights violations".

The previous U.S. case was unsuccessful because the Supreme Court ruled in 2013

that claims could only be taken in the United States if an alleged transgression was

guided from inside the country.

Site Web Enter your search

Like
Daily Mail  

Follow
@MailOnline

Follow
Daily Mail  

+1
Daily Mail

DON'T MISS
'Mother and baby are

doing fine': Stephanie
Davis gives birth to
baby boy after 'going
into labour for gruelling
48 HOURS'
Former Hollyoaks star,
23, has her first child

PICTURE EXCLUSIVE!
Katie Price goes
completely naked for
calendar as she debuts
new horse tattoo...
before crouching in
sexy thigh-high boots

Revealed: Kim
Kardashian and Kanye
West's 'poor' house in
intimate family photos
is NOT their home... but
it does belong to
another celebrity

EXCLUSIVE: 'I am
officially normal!'
Scarlett Moffatt reveals
her 'fantastic' 3st weight
loss means she no
longer has to squeeze
into maternity bras

'Way to go, mama!':
Tamara Ecclestone
praised for
breastfeeding daughter
Sophia at the age of
almost 3... while Jay has
a snooze on a private jet

11 fabulous food
trends for 2017 that are
GOOD for you, too! 
SPONSORED

It looks like a grocery
store! Kourtney
Kardashian reveals her
hyper-organized
pantry... as she hints at
baby number four

What a transformation!
Surgery-loving Katie
Price, 38, looks worlds

  

Cookie Policy  Feedback Follow @MailOnline7.8MLikeLike DailyMail Friday, Jan 13th 2017 9PM  0°C 12AM  -1°C 5-Day Forecast

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/ushome/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/auhome/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/fashionfinder/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/login.html?targetUrl=
mailto:?subject=Read%20this:%20Shell's%20attorneys%20ordered%20to%20give%20Nigerian%20activist's%20widow%20files%20for%20Dutch%20lawsuit&body=Shell%27s%20attorneys%20ordered%20to%20give%20Nigerian%20activist%27s%20widow%20files%20for%20Dutch%20lawsuit%0A%0ABy%20Tom%20Bergin%20LONDON%2C%20Jan%2011%20%28Reuters%29%20-%20The%20widow%20of%20an%20activist%20executed%20after%20protesting%20against%20Royal%20Dutch%20Shell%27s%20oil%20production%20in%20Nigeria%20has%20won%20acc...%0A%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fwires%2Freuters%2Farticle-4110948%2FShells-attorneys-ordered-Nigerian-activists-widow-files-Dutch-lawsuit.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top%0A%0A%0A%0A
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-4110948/Shells-attorneys-ordered-Nigerian-activists-widow-files-Dutch-lawsuit.html#socialLinks
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Reuters
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4118192/Stephanie-Davis-gives-birth-baby-boy-labour-48-HOURS.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4117564/Katie-Price-goes-completely-naked-new-calendar-shots.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4118082/Kim-Kardashian-Kanye-West-s-poor-house-intimate-family-photos-NOT-home-does-belong-celebrity.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4117694/Scarlett-Moffatt-feels-normal-3st-weight-loss.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4117084/Tamara-Ecclestone-praised-continuing-breastfeed-Sophia-2.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-4086034/12-fabulous-food-trends-2017-GOOD-too.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4117880/Kourtney-Kardashian-hints-possible-fourth-baby-cleaning-pantry-Larsa-Pippen.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-4117992/Katie-Price-looks-worlds-away-fresh-faced-days-racy-TOPLESS-photoshoot-two-decades-ago.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/article-1388040/Privacy-Policy-Cookies.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/contactus/index.html
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fwires%2Freuters%2Farticle-4110948%2FShells-attorneys-ordered-Nigerian-activists-widow-files-Dutch-lawsuit.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=MailOnline&tw_p=followbutton
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html


13/01/2017, 19*50Shell's attorneys ordered to give Nigerian activist's widow files for Dutch lawsuit | Daily Mail Online

Page 2 of 2http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-4110948/Shells-attorneys-ordered-Nigerian-activists-widow-files-Dutch-lawsuit.html

Home News U.S. Sport TV&Showbiz Australia Femail Health Science Money Video Travel Fashion Finder

Sitemap  Archive  Video Archive  Topics Index  Mobile Apps  Screensaver  RSS  Text-based site  Reader Prints  Our Papers  Top of page  
Daily Mail  Mail on Sunday  This is Network  This is Money  
Metro  Jobsite  Mail Travel  Zoopla.co.uk  Prime Location

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd
Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group

© Associated Newspapers Ltd
Contact us  How to complain  Advertise with us  Contributors  Terms  Discount Codes  Privacy policy & cookies  

Share or comment on this article

Kiobel's Dutch lawyer, Channa Samkalden, said the Dutch civil case would be filed in

the next couple of months. Any damages are likely to be immaterial for Shell,

analysts said, as Dutch courts rarely make the kinds of multi-million dollar awards

common in the United States.

Marco Simons, a lawyer with environmental group Earth Rights in Washington who

has seen the documents because he represented Kiobel in the U.S. lawsuit, said the

material to be turned over would support the lawsuit against Shell in the

Netherlands, where the courts have already agreed to hear other cases involving

Shell's overseas activities.

"It would be extremely critical to have access to all of this evidence," he said.

Reuters has not seen the documents and cannot independently verify what Simons

says about the relevance of their content.

Shell's law firm, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP, which asked the court to reject

Kiobel's request, did not respond to requests for comment. (Editing by Alison

Williams and Alexander Smith)

Sorry we are not currently accepting comments on this article.
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